
Received by race office: Number  ......  Date and time  ....................  Signature 
 ...............................................................                                                                                        
                            

 

PROTEST FORM – also for requests for redress and reopening 

 
Fill in and tick as appropriate 
 
1.  EVENT  Pacific Region IOM Championship and Coastal Cup Series #4 
 Organizing authority SISC        Date  Oct 24, 2021          Race no.   14 
 
2. TYPE OF HEARING   

Protest by boat against boat  Request for redress by boat or race committee x 

Protest by race committee against boat  Consideration of redress by protest committee  
Protest by protest committee against boat   Request by boat or race committee to reopen hearing   

 Consideration of reopening by protest committee  

 

3. BOAT PROTESTING, OR REQUESTING REDRESS OR REOPENING 

Class  IOM .............................  Sail no.   60.....................  Boat’s name 
 ................................................  

 
Represented by     Peter Grimm            Tel., e-mail    778 926 0536 

 
4. BOAT(S) PROTESTED OR BEING CONSIDERED FOR REDRESS  

Class  .....................................  Sail no.  ...........................  Boat’s name  Race Committee
 ................................................  
 

5. INCIDENT 

Time and place of incident Oct 24, 2021
 .........................................................................................................................................................................  

 
Rules alleged to have been broken  61.2 a) ...................  Witnesses 
 ............................................................................................  
 

6. INFORMING PROTESTEE How did you inform the protestee of your intention to protest? 

By hailing                                             When?  ...........................  Word(s) used 
  

By displaying a red flag  When? 
  

By informing her in some other way x Give details:  By Email to Race Chair sent at 11:03p on 
Oct 25, received and opened in morning of Oct 26. 
  

 
7. DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT (use another sheet if necessary) 
 
Please accept this request as my most sincere attempt to ensure the scoring and sailing of our 
regatta on the weekend are as just and correct as possible.  
 
I, Peter Grimm would like to request redress for the action taken by the race committee and regatta 
organizers with respect to the sailing of race number 14 the first time on September (sic) 24th. I 
would like to request redress under rule 62.1 (a) whereby I believe the race committee made an error 
and omitted to score one or more boat at the finish line. At the time of the race, the race committee 
had the opportunity to decide upon the course and means by which to have the boats sail the 
course. It was also the race committee and regatta organizer’s decision to “throw out” the race and 
call it a “practice race”. In doing so, CAN 60 as well as other boats were significantly affected by both 
the scoring of the race and regatta placing as well as subsequent Canadian IOM Ranking. New video 
footage has been uploaded to YouTube today, the day after sailing to illustrate the exact finishing 
order of the boats for race 14. If the race committee at the time scored the one or two boats which 
were missing from scores correctly then the overall placings in the regatta for top 5 would be 
different than as posted. As seen in the video, the race committee was seeking the placing of CAN 65 
which in the video appears to be in 8th position.  



 
This is the first available opportunity for a request for redress due to travelling from the venue, and 
availability of new video footage. Should the committee find that one or any boat’s placing in the race 
is difficult to ascertain, then perhaps an average scoring of preceding races shall be applicable 
instead of penalizing the well sailed races of other sailors.  
 
I find this action to be an improper action with potential bias for the race committee at this regional 
ranking event and as such request redress and inclusion of this race in the official scoring for the 
regatta. I did not feel that removal of this race from official scoring was a correct action at the time 
and was notably upset with the decision. There are other means of scoring a missed score than to 
discard a race in it’s entirety. I understand fully that to err is human, but we have the means to make 
things right and just within the racing rules of sailing.  
 
Web link to the race video found here: https://youtu.be/4n1tzGB3P8k 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Peter Grimm

 
 

 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  
 
 ....................................................................................  

https://youtu.be/4n1tzGB3P8k


THIS SIDE FOR PROTEST COMMITTEE USE  Number  .......  Heard together with numbers 

  
 
Fill in and tick as appropriate 
 
Withdrawal requested    Signature  ..........................................................  Withdrawal permitted   

Protest time limit  2 minutes after completion of race per SI 10.2 

Protest, or request for redress or reopening, is within time limit  NO Time limit extended    

Protestor, or party requesting redress or reopening, represented by  Peter Grimm
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

Other party, or boat being considered for redress, represented by  Race Officer, Martin Herbert
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

Names of witnesses 
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  

Interpreters  ................................................................................................   

 Remarks 

No objection about interested party x It was noted that the Race 
Officer was also a competitor  

Written protest or request identifies incident x 
  

‘Protest’ hailed at first reasonable opportunity   N/a 

No hail needed; protestee informed at first reasonable opportunity  N/a
  

Red flag conspicuously displayed at first reasonable opportunity  N/a
   
 
Protest or request valid; hearing will continue  X     Protest or request invalid; hearing is closed 
 

FACTS FOUND  1. Race 14 was sailed to completion, but for several reasons there were errors made 
in the identification of boats’ finish positions that affected more than 50% of the fleet. 2. 
Understanding the confusion of the person(s) taking finishes, shortly after completion the Race 
Officer made a decision to abandon the race. 3. Language was used calling it a “practice race” which 
competitors understood to be abandonment of the race just sailed. 4. There was opportunity between 
the completion of abandoned Race 14 and the start of the next race to request redress in compliance 
with Sailing Instruction 10.2. 5. The results of Day 1 races were not published to an Official Notice 
Board and the results for the series were announced at a prizegiving after completion of races. 6. 
Official results were posted the evening after the completion of races and a request for redress was 
made 36 hours, and received 48 hours after the decision to abandon the race. 7. The decision to 
abandon the race was made without consultation of other members of the Race Committee, or fleet 
captains, or other officials who may have been in attendance. 8. The abandoned race, and one race 
abandoned on the previous day, are not indicated in the tabulation of final results of the series – 22 
completed races and 2 abandoned races. 9. Video evidence of the race presented as part of the 
hearing was difficult to interpret and could not be relied upon for determining the final finish position 
of boats. 

 

It is noted that the Race Officer was also a competitor in the event. 
 
 
 
Diagram of boat  ...................   is endorsed by committee   Committee’s diagram is attached   
 

RULES THAT APPLY:  RRS 62.1 a), 32.1 d), E6.5 and SI 10.2 

CONCLUSION: The request for redress is not given. The request was not filed in accordance with 
RRS E6.5, as modified by SI 10.2.  While an argument could have been made for requesting redress 
after the posting of final results, the evidence supporting an extension of the time limit for requesting 
redress to 36 hours was not compelling. 

 



The Committee agrees with the boat requesting redress that procedures for abandoning the race 
were casual and not fully in accordance with RRS 32.1. However, the Committee does not agree that 
it would have been easy to accord all of the time necessary for a reconstruction of the finish of one 
race in a 24 race series, and is not persuaded that errors made at the decision to abandon were made 
without any regard for the consequences of abandonment. Further the Committee was not 
persuaded that scores in the completed series of 22 races were made significantly worse by the 
improper action or omission of the Race Committee in abandoning Race 14. 

 

 

 

 
 

DECISION  

Protest: dismissed    Boat(s)  .......................................................  is (are) disqualified     

 penalized as follows   : 
  
 
Redress: not given  X given as follows   : 
  
 
Request to reopen a hearing: denied   granted   
  

Protest committee chairman and other members Richard Ballantyne, Greg Slakov, John Hillier
 ..............................................................................................................................................................................  
 
 
 

Chair’s signature : per R.T. Ballantyne .................................  Date and time: 6:57p  Nov 3, 2021
 ...................................................................................................  

 

As a result of this hearing, the Committee recommends that Saltspring Island Sailing Club examine its 
procedures for hosting events that include outside participation. In particular, the regional IOM events hosted 
by SISC should: 

Ensure that a Race Officer is appointed, made known to competitors, and is not a person sailing in the 
event. 

Ensure that all persons appointed to the Race Committee (timers, scorers, mark setters, signal persons) 
are aware of their duties and responsibilities and are supervised by the Race Officer. 

The Race Officer should ensure that procedures for conducting each race, including the course, start, 
changing of marks, shortening or abandoning a race, postponing a race or series, or filing protests and 
requests for redress should follow the rules as provided in Racing Rules of Sailing, Sailing Instructions, 
and Class Rules. If an event is expected to only casually adhere to RRS protocols, it should so state in 
the Sailing Instructions. 

Include all races in a series, including those races abandoned after starting, in the final results. 

Make a provision for an Official Notice Board and use it to post interim and final results, notices to 
competitors, and other items as appropriate. The Official Notice Board may be a virtual one on a 
website, but its location must be made known to competitors in the Sailing Instructions. 


